
Matthew 

Chapter 2 
 

 

• Matt. 2:1-12 
Nothing we will read this morning is recorded in the other Gospels 

It is important then to figure out why God wanted this Hebrew to report these things 

Vs. 1 

Amazing that Daniel 9 prophesied about this exact time of birth = 69 x 7 = 483 years after the rebuilding of the wall 

• Daniel 9:24-25 

Some 600 years before the birth of Jesus 

 

Amazing also that the prophet Micah predicted it would be in Bethlehem (700 years before His birth) 

• Micah 5:1-2 

Bethlehem, the birthplace of Christ, was a small town about six miles south of Jerusalem 

The word “Bethlehem” denotes “house of bread 

Judea was a province of the Roman Empire 

It was taken about 63 years before His birth by Pompey, and placed under tribute 

Herod received his appointment from the Romans, and had reigned at the time of the birth of Jesus for 34 years. 

He was commonly called “Herod the Great” because he had distinguished himself in the wars with Antigonus and his 

other enemies, and because he had great talents in governing and defending his country, in repairing the temple, and in 

building and ornamenting the cities of his kingdom 

He was, however, as much distinguished for his cruelty and his crimes as he was for his greatness 

At this time Augustus was Emperor of Rome. The world was at peace and Rome was at the height of its richness 

A large part of the known nations of the earth was united under the Roman emperor 

He was technically an Edomite who was forcibly converted to Judaism by the Maccabees 

He was BRUTAL – he killed all his potential rivals, including his wife’s family and even some of his own kids 

 

Magi – where we get magician from, bad name now but not at all then 

They were the extremely bright and respected philosophers, religious, and astronomers from Persia and Arabia 

They advised their countries during time of war, and were summoned and respected by the Persian courts 

They weren’t just some kooky astrology dudes, they were sages…really from the Mesopotamian area of Babylon 

* remember Abraham study…huge libraries, super educated culture 

Also fascinating that Matthew, the writer to the Hebrews, only includes this visit from the Gentiles 

While Luke conversely covers Jesus birth story in the Temple 

 

Vs. 3 – Interesting is says the “whole of Jerusalem”, this is not a quiet sleepy little story 

This is a highly political tumultuous time, an this news has traveled well 

 

Vs. 5 – Also interesting that “knew”, we have this horribly dark impression of the Pharisees and scribes 

These folks knew the Word, they committed to it, they were looking for it…they “knew” 

 

Vs. 9 – “stood over” = literally stood still 

In the ancient world, void of street lights, the night sky was brilliant 

They believed EVERYTHING was interconnected 

So when something was taking place on earth, they expected to see it reflected in creation and in the Heavens 

Bunch of theories on what the “star” was 

a) Haley’s comet – appeared in 12-11 BC but that would have been quite early for this story 

b) Some think it might have been a supernova where a star’s life ends, it’s core literally collapses and explodes 

c) More than likely Jupiter and Saturn aligned in 7BC, Jupiter was known as the kingly planet and Saturn was 

sometimes known to represent the Jews 

Not really sure, but it is very obvious that these sages would have noticed it 

Amazing apparently Mars also lined up with Saturn and Jupiter a year later in 6 BC (2 years before His birth) 

Interesting, the Chinese astronomical tables also show the appearance of a super bright star dated to 4 BC 

Exactly the time the Magi would have left Jerusalem for Bethlehem 

 



Interesting in this section…Matthew doesn’t share some cozy stable story; in fact he skips the whole birth 

The gifts these Magi bring are appropriate for kings or even gods 

And a more than likely not from just the Magi, the Magi are probably representing their nation 

They are counselors to the kings and leaders of the armies 

 

Matthew’s point is a political one; Yeshua is King, and Herod IS NOT 

And the use of these Magi tells us this is not just a Jewish announcement (i.e. it is not just a Jewish King) 

This King is King of the World 

And again it is predicted in the Old Testament, specifically in a Song of Solomon some 1400 years before Jesus 

• Psalm 72 

• Is. 11:1-10 

Jesus is referred here as the King of the Jews 

The next time He will hear this is from Gentile will be from a Roman soldier on a cross of death 

 

• Matt. 2:13-23 

 

Pretty amazing, here in the very heart of the Christmas story, the serene stable scene we always see 

Is a baby so powerful and threatening that the most powerful man in the land kills a whole village of children 

You can feel the shadow of the cross already…Yeshua comes with a  price on His head 

Herod the Great, who killed his own Uncle, his own wife, who gave orders to slaughter the people of Jericho at his 

death so there would be an outcry of weeping…this Herod is afraid of this child 

The whole “stable scene” is quite frankly off 

Before the prince of Peace could walk or talk, He was an outlaw 

 

Now these prophecies given…they are odd 

They really appear to be more about Israel then Jesus, yet Matthew uses them here to point to Jesus 

The prophecies fulfilled in the earlier verses are literal 

These are not 

Apparently there are 4 basic ways Jewish Rabbi’s interpreted Scripture: 

1. P’shat = simple or literal 

2. Remez = hint, where a word or phrase hints at a deeper truth 

3. Midrash = search, kind of like being allegorical, reading your thoughts into the text 

4. Sod = secret, a mystical or hidden meaning 

These next 3 prophecies are Ramez and Matthew knew it…that Jesus was a fulfillment of Israel itself 

 

Vs. 15 – this quote is rather odd 

Hos. 11:1 really is speaking of Israel when God delivered them from the Egyptians in the Exodus 

And yet in the midst of this passage looking back is this unique look forward 

Part of Jesus’ role, His vocation, is to be the FULFILLMENT of Israel 

The new and complete Exodus, the first one simply pointing as a shadow to the second 

You will see this when Steve covers the tempting in the wilderness 

 

The next is in Jeremiah 

Vs. 18 – Jer. 31:15 is all about God restoring His people after He predicts in the book they will be slaughtered by the 

Assyrians (which of course they are) 

That when everything looks bleak, God will restore Israel 

And this is a shadow of Jesus, who comes when all is bleak and there is no hope 

 

Finally, Is. 11:1 is used 

 Vs. 23 – nazir = branch 

A branch will grow out of Jesse, a royal one of the Kingdom of David 

In the midst of the tragic events that surround Jesus’ birth salvation is coming 

 

 


